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CONSIDERED. 


? Aving found my (elf concern'd to Vindicate the 
Seaſonable Diſcourſe, (which ſhew'd the Ne- 
ceflity of Maintaining the Eftabliſh'd Religion 
in Oppoſition to Popery) trom the Paſſionate 
Cavils of the Full Anſwerer : I think it n&- 
ceſſary further to advert to what is offered by 
a more temperate and knowing Writer, in Bar to my Aſſer- 
tions ; whether in dire contradiction to them, or inciden- 
tally in order tothe framing an Apology for thoſe moderate 
men of the Roman Communion, who diſown the Exorbi- 
tances of the Pope, though they remain addicted to that 
Church. 

Writers of this kind, who not onely ioyn with, but ſeem- 
ingly out-go us, in a juſt abhorrence of ſome of the odious 
parts of Popery, thereby gain an advantage to recommend 
both themſelves and the other lels ſcandalous, though equally 
pernicious, Dodrines of the Roman Church; andallo to bring 
in that Whole Religion at the Policrn-Door, which would 
never be admitted at the Gate. 

And if this be the natural Effe& of the Pretences made to 
Moderation, however ſpecious they appcar, I preſume *twill 
be efteem'd by ſober men no il! Office todetect the —_— 
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The Difference betWeen the 
danger ofthem 3 and demanſirote the Unpradticablencſsand - 
utter Impoſlibility,of thatDceam of Reconcilement-with thoſe 
our Adverſaricsz who cannot diſmiſs an Errour, but they 
muſt part with Infallibility to boot 3 nor incline to the De- 
mands of Truth or Charity, without the fortciture of Inte- 
reſt and Reputation : Ina word, cannot acquit them(clves of 
Treaſon, without renouncing an Article of thcir Faith. 

Now our Author having thought tit to propoſe what he 
had to ſay in this Afﬀair, in the form of a Dialogue 3 which 
though in it ſelf a popular and perſwaſrve mcthod, is yet by 
rcalon of its frequent Tranlitions and Ornamental Appenda- 
cs, not very proper for the carrying on an Argumentative 
Debate: I ſhall therefore contider the Heads of Diſcour(: 
which I find inſiſted on by him,thoſe I mcan which ſecm ma- 
tcrial, diltindtly and apart, and tauly givemy thoughts upon 
them, 

Where my firſt Enquiry ſhall be. 

I. Fheaher peaceful Pretences are Baits ta catch the unwary 
Proſelyte,who when he is once hung, there is no getting looſe again, 
but Conceſſions are retratted, the painted ſhews waſhed off, and he 
has notbing lift but a frnitleſs repentance ? - All which the Au- 
thor peremptorily denics, pag 8. 

IL Jhether if the State would think fit to allow the Engliſh 
Papiſts, ſuch, of whoſe Fidelity and 4ffefion to their Country the 
Governours were nell aſſured, to whom thoje Papiſts might have re- 
conrſe for their ſpiritual Concerns, they would remove our jealouſies 
of their being over-much affected to Strangers, &c. Which is 
aſſertcd. pag. 6. 

HI. 31hether the Popes power in depoſing Kings be a Dedrine 
of the Roman Church ? Which is denied, p« 9, 10, 11, 12. 

IV. IWhetber Princes of the Roman Communion bave ſufficient 
Pon crs to defend themſelves from the Tyrannies and Encroach- 
ments of the Pope ? Which is ſaid, P- 16, 17, 18. 

V. Whether Religion were the Canſe of the Maſſacres in France 
and Ircland ? Which is denicd, pag. 29. 

Theſe (everals being honeſtly dilcuſt, willI preſume go ve- 
ry. far toward the undecciving of all thoſe, who without the 
mixture of Prepoſſeſſion and Intereſt, which no evidence can 
convince,are lcd aſide by fair Appearances and are ſo credu- 
lous + 


Chinthand Conet of 'R ©» =, 
l»as to'rhink evety thing poſiBley (which ſome bold Undetta- 
Fer has the Contillence toſiy5 rafiey, andevery thing prafti- 
cable which ſome man of (peculation demonſtrates to be pollt- 
1: it ble. 


ENQUIRY L 
ID bether Peaceful Pretences are Baits ts catch the unwary Proje- \ 
Izte, whowh-1 beis once bunp, tbere is no getting looſe again, but i, 


Conceſſions are retratied, the painted fhervs waſh'd off, and he has 
nothing left bat 2 fruit!-ſs Repentance 2? 'H 
In which Enquiry concerning the infidious praQtiling of the "of 
Romanilts todraw men intoPopery,lIt will be reaſonable to ob- 1 
ſerve the method uſed in this atfair: Where I might very juſtly [ 
inf1it upon the down-right Cheats, Juglings, and Impoltures 
praQiſcd by the Factors for Popery,notorioutly evidenced not | UE 
only by credibleTeſtimony and flagrant Fa; but alſo by pub- 
lick Acts ofCourt,and Judicial Records : Of which the Reader + | 
may have large accounts ftromArchbiſhop*Harſnet,Mr.Gee,Mr. | ' 
Baddiley,Pots, & others. To whichmight beadded theimpudent by " m_ | 
Defences of piousFrauds,direCting ot Intention,and Apologics Ek hee . 
for that artifggial wayot lying called Equivocation;asalſotheFal- h—s. ans. 
Iacics&«mptyParalogiſms conſtantly uſedand folemnly recom- Foot out of 
mended intheAfair of gainingProfelyts to the RomanChurch, the Snare, 
As a Specimen whereof, to avoid trouble to the Reader and =**m1varion 
. . . . . Or ZowUretss 
my (elt, I will mention thofg which are propoſed by Thomas a & 
Ze, in his large work concerning the Converſion of all Na+ Buy of 7 ſn 
tions, borrowed as he tells us, from Caſter, Poſſevine, and other &c. 
eminent Writers in that Cauſe. Where (a) he adviſes ot to ow erg. 
diſpute with Hereticks but ratber expreſs an intimate kinducſs for ( \Tho & Je- 
their fouls , and firſt demand of them, What they think of all their (i 46 convirC. 
Anceſtors ? Whether they imagine they were damn'd for being Pa- 01mn. gent, 
| piſts 2 An Argument, which, had it auy fofce, mult pertwade P. 55', &c., 
Jews Mahumetans,and Heathens,never to be Chrittians and 
as it happens herein England, muſt oblige us never to be Pa- 
piftz, lelt we ſhould condemn our Fathers, Grandfathers, and 
' Great Grandtathers, all thoſe Anceſtors for whom we have 
the moſt ſenſible Concern, who all were Protettants. The | 
next Direction is, To akthe Diſſenter from the Church of Rome, IN, 
Why be ig of this Sed rather than that ,wby a Lutheran rather than 
4A 4 


Tbid. 


ie Fexe> 3 SAO the 


8 Calviniſt; &c. Aud if be ſays, Becauſe be ſees more reaſon to be of 


this Set than of anotber, to conclude be is a Heretich, becauſe be 
cbuſes oxe Religion before another. One would wonder that 
they who are perſwading men to prefer Popery before Pro- 
teltantiſm, ſhould at the ſame inſtant declare it a Mark of 
Herefie to chuſe a Profeſſion in Religion : That they ſhould 
pretend to give Reaſons why men ſhould be Papiſts, and yet 
hold it a pernicious thing to be of that Religion which they 
have Reaſon to be of The third Demand is as convincing as 
the former, To ask the Proteſtant where his Church was before Lut- 
ther ? As if Religion were therefore new, becauſe freed from 
Innovations : Not to queſtion the Age of the Popes Univerſal 
Monarchy, Tranſubſtantiation, Image-Worſhip, che Sacri- 
ledge of taking the Cup from the Laity, and one Command. 
ment from the Decaloguez Encroachments which we all know 
when they came into the Church: 'twill be more than cnough 
to ask where was the Roman New Creed, before the Council 
of Trent > which was invented many a fair year after that very 
Retormation which is accus'd of Novelty, 

Theſe are the goodly Machines which are recommended to 
batter down the proteſtant Cauſc,and which we ſee every day 
propos'd with ſuch confidence as if they had® really ſome 
torce or value in them , and where theſe Stratagems ſacceed, 
le(t the fraud and folly of them ſhould be detected, great pains 
15 taken to perſ[wade the unhappy Proſelyte immediately to 
diſcard all Heretical Books, eſpecially the Bible; and the con- 
vcerſation of Hereticks, eſpecially Divines. But becauſe in 
this Noon-day Light of Chriſtian Knowledge, the Generali- 
ty of Proteſtants is not apt to be perſwaded to quit their Faith 


- on theſe ſlight terms3 the next dexterity will be (which is 


the Head we are now immediately concern'd in) #0 make them 
believe thit they ate much miſtaken if they meaſure Popery from 
Prejudice and common Fame, or the Expreſſions of the School-men, 
or peeviſh Writers of Controverſie : The Church ſpeaks in the Ca- 
ons of her Councils and if they be ſoberly conſidered, "twill ap- 
pear there is not ſo vaſt a diſtance between both parties, as is vul- 
garly imagin'd : This is at large inculcated,as by ourCountry- 
men, SaniiaClara, Hugh Creſſy, Tilden, and others ſo with 
great vouge and oftentation by the Biſhop of. Condom, in his 

OE celebrated 
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celebrated Expoſition of the Dodtrine of the Catholick, Church can 
cerning matters in Controverfie z which he has transformed and 
moldcd to reader it more ſoft and plauſible ſeveral times 
(b) over: Sothat weare ſo far from learning of him the 
Dodtrine of his Church, that we cannot diſcern what 1s his 
own) every Edition altering the Scheme and way of Propotal. 
I- may not omic tu add upon this Head the mention of my 


(b) Reſpon'e 
au lrure de 
Afonſficur 

Ul” Eve que te 
Condom, en 


Author, who ſpends whole pages of- his little Dialogue in 1 2uertiſement 


ſhewing the (4) Moderation of the Church of England in difte- 
rence to other Retormations; and the cafine(s by good bandling 
to procure a Reconcilcement. But all theſe Pacitick Men arc 
{o artificial -as to conceal what ill Treatment the Authors of 
ſuch Diſcourles have ever had, where they were in cearneſt,and 
there was no colluſion in the caſe : For inſtance, Eraſmus, Ca- 
flander, Modrevius, The Interimiſts, F. Barnes, &c., 'And what 
1s more material, the Bull of Pius the IV. who made the Trext 
Creed, and confirm'd the Dictates of that Aſſembly which 
forbids that any Perſon of whatſoever Order or Dignity in the 
Church, bis Holineſs only excepted, do explicate the Decrees of the 


(4) P.7,8,&c. 


Bull Pit 1F, 


Council in any manner, or upon any pretence > withal be nulls and . 


makes void all. ſuch Explications. So that, be we Proteſtants 
never ſo much diſpoſed to a compoſurc; there is no Conceflion 
to be look'd for on the Papiſts part, who arc not only accoun=- 
table for the Heterodoxy of their Interpretations, but tor the 
very offer at interpreting. And theretoxe how ever theHeretick 
may be born in hand betore his Reconcilement to the Church 
of Rome, of great Indulgence to Diflenters in Speculative 
Points : ſo ſoon as he is made a Profelyte, the caſe is altcr'd, 
and he muſt believe as the Church believes, or 'twere as good 
to believe nothing at all. 1 had thought here to have inlianc'd 
in Mr. Hugh Greſſy's Improvements in theCatholickFaith atter 
higfhrſ Convertion 3 Whereby all his kind Remembrances 
of the Church of England, and offer of giving Security to the 


State, mentioned in the Firſt Edition of his Exomologeſis, are - 


forgotten in the Second; with ſeveral other Remarkable 
Varicties, and Additional Periods and Sections in the place 
of thoſe that were expung'd : with which,when the atorcſaid 
Mr. Creſſy was charged,-as groſs and ſcandalous fallitications 3 
he had no better excuſe to make, than by proteſting _ 
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(f) Animad, (f.) That be knew nothing of the Alterations, they being put in by 
P. 76, 77»Oc. his Superiours, #0 whoſe diſcretions he had entirely left his Book, 


(z) Ccnfult* 
P. 56, 


neither underſtand a word of the whole Office, and the later 


and it ſeems his own Honeſty and Honour. ButI find my 
{cIf preventcd in this particular by the late honourable Ani- 
mad verter on that inconſtant man and therefore unto him 
I remit the Reader. | 
George Caf{ander, who labour'd in the Aﬀair ofReconcile- 
ment as much, and underftood it as well, as any man 3 lays it 
down as a fundamental Maxime, That the (g_) Church can ne- 
ver have the deſired peace, unleſs they lead the way to it, who have 
given the cauſe tothe diſtrattion : that is, unleſs thoſe who are in 
place of Ecclefiaſtical Government, will remit of their immoderate 
Rigonr, and yield ſomewhat to the peace of the Church 3 and hear- 
kening to the Admonitions of pious men, will ſet themſelves to cor- 
rect manifeſt Abuſes according to the Rule of Divine Scripture,and 
of the Primitive Church from which they have ſwerved. ' .. 
Now can any one be ſo fond to think that his Holin*'s will 
tamely (trip himſelf of the Kegalia Petri,and be reduced tothe 
Neighbour-like Terms of the old Regule Patruam 2 Will he 


- part with his Univerſal Monarchy,and be (atished with a pri- 


macy of Order, his Suburbicarian Region, and a little Dio- 
cels in a part of Italy 2 Will he leave off to have his feet upon 
the necks of Kings, and his hands in theirs and their ſubjects 
pockets, 2nd be in earneſt ſervus ſervorum ?:1 n2ed not ask 
whether the Cardinals will come off trom theirPontihical Sloth 
and Luxury, and quitting their Penfions and Commendams 
remember they were poor Pariſh Prieſts and Deacons? But 
will the meaneſtFacther orCrye per{wade himlclt to diſown his 
power of making God, and diſpoſing of him at-hiqpleaſure 3 
in the language of Pere Cotton, loole the ornipotence of having 
his God in his hand, and Prince at his fcet 3. and in pure ſelt- 
denial quit the power of the Keyes in the gaintul pretences of 
being able by the vertue of the Sacrament of Penance, and 
ſome grains of Attrition added to it, to rcmit all fins how 
horrid ſoever ; and ſncak into a Miniſtczial Stewardſhip of a 
Clave nomerrante ? Or farther, ſhall the bartcring tor Maſſes, 
{whoſe whole merit is ſaid to be: applicd by the intention of 
the Prieſts, -and the Lay-mans payment for them 3 though 


do 
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do-not fo much as hear it read , and can have no concern 
therein, unleſs perchance his ſhare in the idolagrous Worſhip 
of the clevated Wafer : ) upon which work alone ſo many 
thouſand lazy Friers are co maintained, bc laid aftde 
for the reaſonable ſervice inſtir by our Saviour, and the 
entire perception of the holy Eucharitt, according to that his 
Inſtitution of it ? 

I know men arc apt to believe that which they vehement- 
ly wiſh; and very wile and ſober men were induced tothink 
heretofore a cloſure with the Church of Rome no impoſltble 
matter : but the calc is quite altered ſince the time of the 
Council of Trent > which has eltabliſhe every thing that oughe 
- tobe remov*d 3 and ſhew*d the warld how vain their hopcs 
were from Synods, and univerſal Councils. How formidable 
the very approaches to Retormation w2re to thoſe Fathers, 
abundantly appears from that Hiſtory of Padre Pauls 3 and this 
is acknowledged abundantly by my (kJ) Author. 


""Andnow let us ſuppoſe an cafie-goiag.good-natur'd man, () P. 13. 


by very fair,words,or perchance viſions orexorciſms, chous'd 
ot his' Religion: and at laſt awaken:d from the pleaſant 
dream of being in the boſom of the Romayy Church z dilco- 
vering the guilt and folly of his vile Apoſtacy from that Holy 
Mother, in whoſe Faith he was Baptized z and alſo the fraud 
of thoſe that had (cduced him from her. Shall he ſtart back 
and render himfelt abhorred nnto- that Party to which he 
was fo lately reconciled ; and ſuffer the reproaches of the 
other he ſo unworchily deſerted ? Will it not beeafier for 
him to fit down with the contempt of Levicy in one Inſtance, 
than to repeat the ſhamefulA 3 deſert what he had choſe;and 
chuſe again what he deferted 2 Since he mult be -contemn- 
ed and hated; will it not ſeem better to have ſane to own 
him, than none at all ? What cffc& a perverle bathtulne(s has 
in other caſes, we all know 3 it being proverbial, That *tis a 
greater ſhame to bring home the Bridle than tical the Horle : 


and the Renegado Twurke we find by common experience is (0 


far from reſuming the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, that he is 
ſare to be its mortal and inveterate Enemy : fo that there 


necds little more fecurity of having one continue in the Pro., 
feſſjon of Popery, 'than by any _—_ to beguile him to ad+\ © 


mit 


mit it $a ſecordRevolt being dbimdantly precluded by rhicfirſt* 
But let us goon forward and examine, how 'honeltly we are 

_ treated when we' aft made” believe that thefe is a fair retreat 
afforded, for that the (i) Papifts have no priſons in which to 
keep men againſt their willr; as our. Author tells us. *Tis very 
well they have no Lollards Tower in England.” but we cannot 
but remember what has been heretofore. I am ſure in thoſe 
Countreys where,the Inquiſnion is on foot, men may eaſily 
get into a Goal, upon the leaſt ſurmiſe of an intention to quit 
the Roman: Catholick Religion. Nay,where that Tyranny takes 
no place, 'tis plain enough that Votaries are no at large to go 
when, or whither they have a phanſic. . What think we of 
the Monaſteries and Nunneries in Popiſh Countries, whither 
young children are ſpirited away from their Friends, or bar- 
barouſly expeſed by them ? Were the doors of thoſe Houſes 
Icft open, would it.not ſoon appear by their providing fer 
their Liberty on (ach an opportunity, that there was ſome- 
thing of reſtraint that held them .in ? But by our Authors 
leave,is therenothing can confine a:man beſides a Priſon ? - He 
that being taken by the Enemy in-War, goes at large on his 
Parole to get himſElf cxchanged 3 is, I humbly conceive, .no 
leſs a Priſoner, than when under Guard, and in the Marſhals 
cuſtody. And if the word of a Souldier, the bare engagement 
upon honour have this force, what ſhall we ſay-to a ſolemn 
{1 Oath,backed with direful'cxecrations in caſe of failance ? Now 
'y that Profelytes to Popery are in this tri manner tyed not to 
it deſert it, I demonſtrate from the Roman Pontifical, and che 
(| order of reconciling a Heretick to the Church 3 The words 

are theſe. | n TW 

F. N.. being convine'd of the ſnare of Diviſion wherein I was 
PoniF9e94395 held after ho deliberation, nf ent aud nnconſtrained will, 
the Divine Grace being my Guide, am reterned to the unity of the 
Apoſtolick See. But leſt T may be thought not to have retarned +:11h 
8 pure mind, or with diſimulation: 1 engage under the penalty of 
falling from my Eftate, and tbe obligation of au Anathema z and, 
Promiſe to you N. Biſhop, and by you to St. Petes Prince of tbe. 
Apoſtles, and our moſt boly Father in Chriſt and Lord, our Lord. 
N: the Pope and bis Succeſſors, that I by no perſwaſions of any per-- 
Sons, or by any other mean will return to the Schiſm, from which T: 


(i) P.8, 


an - 


[ 
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am fneed by the Graet of our Redeemer : but will alwayes remain 
in tbe Unity of the Catholick Church, and'the Communion of the 
Pope of Rome. Wherefore I $weer by the Omnipotent God, and 
the boly Gofpels,- that I will ftedfaſtly continue tz the Unity and 
Communion aforſaid. And if ( which God forbid) Ifhould divide 
myſelf from this Unity upon any occaſion or argument \ incurring 
toe gl of Pprjury,let me appear bound over to eternal Puniſhment: 
end bave my Portion in the World to come with the Author of 
Schiſm. So help me God, &c. 

What effe&t ſuch Imprecations naturally have, 'tis obvious 
to apprehend, I my felt know ſeveral perſons, that having 
been perverted to, Popery, were afterwards convinced of the 
Errors of it,. and returned into the boſom of the Church of 
England : but then being hazen'd with the remembrance of 
thoſe Curſes they had laid on their heads, it at any time they 
ſhould leave the Reman Communion, went, after ſome years 
continuance in our Church , back again to that of Rome. 
Which L the rather mention, becauſe our Author is ſo very 
peremptory, that no ſuch thing is done, and wages his re- 
putation in the caſe. 


ENQUIRY 1. 


Whether if the State would thixk fit to allow the Engliſh Papiſts, 
ſuch, of whoſe Fidelity and Aﬀettion to their Country the Gover- 
nowrs were' well aſſured, to whom thoſe Papiſts might have recourſe 
for their ſpiritnaf Concerns, they would remove our jealoufies of 
their being over-much affefied to Strangers, Kc. 

It may here in the firſt place be well worth the enquiry, 
whether it be poſſible for Papiſts to give the State where they 
live ſuch an aſſurance as is talkt of? For beſide that, their 
Clergy, and all thoſe in Religious Orders, have ſeparate In- 
texcits from the: State, and by their Celibate have'given no 
Pledges toit ; Certainly all they whoſe faith it 15 that Prin- 
ces may be Excommunicated, ard then deprived of their 
Dominions by the Pope;can by no imaginable way give ſecu- 
rity to the State for their Obedience to their Prince,and Fide- 
lity to his Govetnment : And it isnot only altogether unde- 
niable, that this is the Faith of moſi Romiſh Conteſlors, and 

B 2 Prieſts, 


Arch, Sporſ- 
wood Hittory 
p- 30S, 


Pontificate 
Rom, 
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Pricſts,:.and Orders, butcalſo thatoir is the Faith" of tht 
Church of Rome it (elk; 1 ſhkHſufficiently prove in the folloiw* 
ing Scion. * + 4 « TOS EET 

Eur ſecondly, They who hold that no Faith isto'be kept 
with Hereticks, who teach equivocation, as laudible' and 
innocent”, who belicve they: can be diſpenced with for: any 
outwatd compliance'with Diſſentcrs jn'Religion by the Pope 3; 
ao evidently by ſuch Dodtrines (et themſelves without the 
t:rms of humane Sccicty, and are 'not to be truſted upon 
thoſe Obligations, which other men-of. narrower Principles 
are bound by. How probable the former Doctrines are eſteem- 
-d inthe Church of Ronic, we may learn from their celtbra- 
tcd Writers. As to the later, I mean his Holineſs givingCom- 
miſſion to his FaQors to diſſemble their Profeſiion, Il have 
ſhewed at large in the ſeaſonable Diſcourſe, and' juſtified my 
Allegation againſt the Exceptions of the full Anſwerer in my 

teply to him. Though indeed theCompliance of,in a manner; 
all the Fapiſts of: England, and coming to our 'Church-Ser- 
vice for the tirſt 11 years of Q. Elizabeth, would to true Eng- 
liſh-men, be a competeut account of this. matter. Eſpecially 
lince 'tis notorioutly known, that not long after,'in Scotland, 
there were imterccpted the very. Diſpenſations from Rome, 
whereby generally the Roman-Catholicks n ere permittcd to pro- 
miſe, ſwcar.ſubſcribe,and do what elje ſhould be required of them, 
ſo as in mind they continued firm, and did uſe their diligence to 
advance in ſecret the Roman Faith. Which being 'ſhewed to 
the King, were the cauſe of fome Severities, as the judicious 
Sporſwood obſerves, which were then in that Kingdom uled 
againſt the Papiſts. 

I might add to'this the Oath of Subjeion and Obedience 
to the Pope, -to keep aud defend bis Reg alitier, and not diſcover- 
bis Secrets, which every Popiſh Biſhop takes at his-Conlccra-/ 
tion, ſet down at large by my Author himſelf, and which he 
pretends he would 'not take for the :beit-Biſhopwrick in Cri. 
fiendom. Now this Oath being part of the-Office for a Bi- 
ſhops Conſecration in the Roman Pontifical, 'mult be pre- 
ſumed (however my Author would diſſemble it.) to-be taken 
by every Prelate of that Church: And if ſo, 1 demandawhat 


ſecurity one ſo obliged can give to any State? It he bind him- 
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{:1f by an Oath of Allegiance, that will come too late, and 
the. former Engagement mult take plate againſt the latter, 
Beſides, he who ſhall be ſo profligate to take a ſecond Oath 
contrary toa firſt, gives no lecurity thereby 3 it julily having 
no more eſteem with other men, than it had with the un- 
happy Swearer himfclf. Asalſo, I demand whether any per- 
ſon ſo obliged can reaſonably be thought,in the Examination 
previous to the conferring of Orders, to have paſſed over 
this fundamental Point on which the Koman Hicraxchy de- 
pends, or to be willing to confer Orders on thoſe who are 
Heterodox therein ? Withal, whether the Bull of Pixs IV. ſub- 
ſcribed, and the Oath of Canonical Obedience taken, perpe- 
tually by every Pricft of the Roman Church, do not involve 
them in the ſtrict Obligations before xectted, and the Conle- 
quences appendant to them ? 

*'Tis true, our Author talks very freely of the diſorders of 

the Papacy,and pretends that thole of bis way are excommu- 
nicate. For all this, it may not-be ſafc to truſt them without 
better aſſurance. We remember from (ad Experience,that no 
perſons did ſo boldly rail at the Tyrant Cremwel, as thoſe that 
were his Penſioners, who merited by ſaying thole very things 
which-others were to loſe their Lives or their Eſtates barely 
for hearing» Nay, we have not forgot, that ſome of theſe 
-perfidious Wretches lay under .the commoncalamity of honelt 
men,Scqueltrings;Reſtraints,and Decimations,thatthey might 
continue unſuſpectedVillains. And we are not ſure but hisHoli- 
neſs may be as dextrous in his Managery as that Tyrant was 3 
making aſhew of great Diſplcaſure againſt thoſe Agents of his 
which are hired to pretend a diſagreement with the Court of 
Rome, and ſufferings by it, thercby to gain ſecurelyProfelytes 
to the Chuach, and a-Reward unto themſelves. 

Nor will this be eltcem'd an uncharitable Surmiſe, when 
we conlider what uſually is done by this ſort of men, upon 


like pretenſions. I ſhall, to avoid giving trouble to the Rea- Waſon's 


der, b1ing but one-fingleinfiance 3 yet it ſhall be ſo cloſe and —_— 


11logue be- 


commenſurate a Parallel in all rc{peRs, as not to admit of any. tween a + ecu. 


colourable Exception to it. 


"Tis that of F. Watſon the Sec lar Pricſ and 


cular Pri.ſt, who having wrote at large in the defence of Lay Geutle- 
:Soxeraign Princes, againſi the Dictates of ths Jcſuite, where- PP: 
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A true Rela- in heopenly confeſſes , That al) the ſufferin 2s brought upon the 


tion of the fa- Papiſts here in England, was the dne Reward i» own Demes 
Ron begun at ,zz. And withal deteGed the Frauds and Vi '::: + cf the Jeſu- 
ah g- z ites, notonly in reference to the State, but thrir Cheats of 
P. 37, Private perſons by means of Auricular Conteflion, and orher 
69, gainful Methods of Hypocrihie, {etting down the Names of 
85, the perſons wrought upon, and theirs who piaQilcd upon 
= their eafineſs, with the particular ſums thus gained, the place, 


266, ex, 3nd time, and manner of the Action; proofs one would think 

275, cc. Of the greateſt ſincerity imaginable z eſpecially ſince he for this 

393z &c. was With all poſſible violence purſued and railed at by hisAd- 
ver(aries in the Church of Rome, and ſecmingly perſecuted by 
his Holineſs, and Arch-Prieſts commiſſioned by him: Yet 
after all,we find this man at laſt was diſcovered to be engag?d 
in Treaſon againſt his Soveraign, and plotting all thoſe Villa- 
nies he had before fo ſolemnly declaimed and wrote againſt ; 
the account whereof we have in all our Hiſtories. 

Hitherto we have (cena how the overture of admitting and 
tolerating (uch Prieſts as will profeſs the plauſible Opinion of 
the power of Princes above the Popes, is Unreaſonable, upon 
the General Head of Sccurity to be given by them. Let us now 
confider how far it is Practicable under a Proteſtant Prince, 
who cannot make Popilh Biſhops nor Prieſts 3 and ſuch as arc 
already made by the Pope or bis Authority, it they profels 
theſe Tenets, (if we conld be ſure they did hold them) will, 
as is confe(s'd, not only be diſabled to officiate, but alſo be 
ſent for away, and others of another ſort ſent in their place 3 

*Diſcomſe of and I bclieve they think they are oblig'd to ſo much Obedi- 
the powder Ence to the Pope, as to xcmove upon his Call, at leaſt while 
Treaſon, they have no Churches proper to them. * 

evans Ag The truth is, all correſpondence between the Crown and 
Allegiance. the Papiſts is matter of ſo much Jcalouſic, that I cannot fee 
Premonition any pollible advantage that can recompence it. The little in- 
ro all free tercourſe which was in king Fames his time,(notwithſtanding, 
Princes and hjs Writings againſt the Pope and his Uſurpations, his fre- 
Seas ty  JuEnt Speeches in Parliament, and that firapge Solemnity of 
CardinalPey. Atteſtation, the apprecating DeſtcuQion to thoſe of his Fa- 
ronand Billgr- Mily in ſucceeding Generations, who ſhould attempt a depar- 
min, &c, ture to Popery, and derelicion of the Religion proteſt - = 

. Chutrc 
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Church of England: Which remarkable paſſage is recorded 


by Judge Crook in his || Reports: 1 ſay notwithſtanding all 
this done here in England to aſſure his SubjeRs, beſides all 
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that had paſt in Scotland; ) the Umbrage then given by the ports,part, 2, 
Relaxations aftorded at chat Treaty with the Spaniard, was T<rm Trin, 


never rccover'd in the minds of the people ; but thoſe Je- 
alouſies continued had the greateſt ſhare in thoſe diſmal Ef- 
feds we have (cen in our days : And | heartily wiſh we never 
ſee more 3 It is matter of my Fear, as well as of my Hopes and 
Wiſhes. This one conlideration is enough to me to overthrow 
all thoſe plauſible projeQs which fome have had of dividing 
the Papiſts, &e. We (hall reap much prejudice, but never ad- 
vantage by theſe attempts. Under ſhelter (o obtain'd Converts 
will be made; who mult afterward believe as the Church be- 
lieves z which the ſhifting of a Conteſſor turns quite aboutzand 
there will always be found difference cnough in opinion a- 
monegſt their Doors, to make Rebellion a probablcOpinion, 
and Maſſacres too, when the ſeaſon is ht for it. 

Great Oltentation is made of the Loyalty of Romaniſt s, 
from the frequent repetition of the Statutes againſi Proviſors 
in the time of our Anceſtors 3 and applied as a competent Se- 
curity againlt thoſe Uſurpations of the Pope, which were ſaid 
by the ſcaſonable Diſcourſe to tend ſo inuch to the impove- 
riſhing of this Nation. But in the mean timgthe Author doth 
not conlider, that the frequency of thoſe Statutes ſheweth as 
much their inſufficiency, as the making them argues the good 
will of the Legiſlators. Nor is it probable that any Remedy 
can be ſufficient, when the Supremacy of the Pope is acknows 
ledged, and where the whole belict of the Profeſlers is con- 
cluded ia that one rule of belicving as the Church bclicves. 
For the Pope being ſuppoſed to be the Head of the Church, 
what Interpreters of the Church's Faith can they meet with 
equal to the Head of it Not to (peak of thoſe who believe in 
the infallibility lodged in the Pope 3 General Councils are not 
every day aſſembled, nor is it probable the Pope will permit 
them, if likely to contradict or len his Authority. In their 
abſence, what is there which can be put in ballance with the 
Reverence given to St. Peters Chair, amongſt the Protcfſors 
of that Religion 7 Shall the opiniou ot one ox two Prielis ſtand 
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in competition with the Pope ? Can any man believe thig 
plauſible DoQtrine of the power of Kings, and contempt of 
the Pope's in compariſon of theirs, can have any other aim or 
<ffe& than to procurea connivance oradmittavce of thagRe. 
ligion z which (whatever the opinion of ſome few Protefſors 
may be, ard what their fincerity is, may be arother queſtion) 
when it recovers its firevgth , muſt turn like the Countrey- 
man's ſnake, to ſting thoſe who with ſo much charity and 
kindneſs ſhall cheriſh and favour it. 

To make this whole matter obvious to a common under- 
ſtanding z let us ſuppoſe ſome loyal perſon tumbling at the 
irregular claims of the Pope, and contuſion and miſcries 
brought into the world by that exorbitarce 3 and upon the 
conviction of that one Point, which for its plainneſs he beſt 
underſtands, and for its influence and cffc& upon his ſecular 
Intereſts , he moſt ſtudiouſly minds, holding faſt the loya 
Principles of the Church of England lince no other batteries 
can ſhake him, comes Father N. and tells bim he is ina great 
miſtake to think that the great exaltation of the Pope's Au- 
thority is ſo neccfary a DoQtrine ; that for his own part he 
doth not believe it : Well, that (tum bling-block being remo- 
ved, there is a Convert made to the Romizſh Church, perhaps 
eminent enonagh to lead many others by his Examp'e at leaft 
it is highly probable he wants not influence upon his Wite and 
Children, it not others of his Relations and Acquaintance, to 
pervert them alſo, probably without conditioning fo leverely 
tor their loyalty. But what will become cvecn of that cap 
eulation, when aftcx (perhaps ſome years of confirmation in 
all the Romiſþ Opinions, and particularly that of ſubmiſſion 
to the Churches Authority) death or the cenſure of the Pope 
may have removed, or a preferment have convertcd F, N. or 
tuch loyal Caſuilt : For why may he not change his Opinion 
as Fathcr Creſſy did his in that very particular, who 18 the fult 
Edition of his Exomologeſis made a Proteſtation of his Duty 
and Obedience, which is corrected in the ſecond 2 And inany 
of theſe caſes ourProſelyte ſhall find himſelt entangledwith the 
new Doctrines of his confeſſor,who in a ſeaſon when Factions. 
of State or otherCircumſiances prepare men for ſuchdangerous 
Dorine;} ( as they are too ſubtle to avow them, or at _ 
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preſs them unſcaſonably ) ſhall urge the ſubmiſſion to the 
Churches opinion 3 and then the quotations of ſo many Do- 
ors (which are now by our Author rejeed and lighted in 
compariſon of one or two plauſible opinions)ſhall ſound loud 
in concurrance with the Head of the Church, who beſides the 
credit of his own determination, has the preſcription of ſo ma- 
ny Ages, the actual depolition of Princes in all parts of Ex- 
rope trom time to time, aud the decrees of Univerſal Councils, 
to juſtite his claim. In vain (ha!l the Penitent alledge to his 
Contefior, that Father N. was ot that opinion: The Reply 
will be calie, that Father N. was a good, yea and a learned 
man in things wh-re he agrees with the Church 3 but till he 
was a man, and (ubje to error, and theretore not to be 
credited when he diſzgreed with the Church 3 of which the 
Pope, Colledg of Cardinals, General Councils and ſo many 
Doudctors who have wrote before and atter Father N. are better 
and more credible Expotitors than he. It will be hard for any 
body to diſentangle himfelt trom this Argument, it he have 
once ſurrendered his Faith implicitlcy to that of the Romaz 
Church or as we have ſhewed , under the uſual Obligations 
been engaged in its Communion. And if a perſon ot fo re- 
markable loyalty, as we in this Inſtance ſuppoſe our Proſelyte 
to be, cannot be able to withſtand and (ecure himfſclt z what 
ſhall we ſuppoſe of thoſe his Relations and Acquaintance, 
whom his Authority and Example turned to the Church of 
Rome, perhaps with les Circumſpection ? 

I ave many reaſons to believe F. N. to bea very honcſi 
manz as | know him tobe ingenuous and learned : and there- 
fore ſtarid amaz'd to ſee him offer to the World a Propoſal fo 
unrea{9nable as this is. It he be in carneſt as T muſt ſuppoſe 
him to be, his Addrcf3 to one of our Church , whom he 
would bring over to his Part, will run in this or fach like 
Form. 

Thoſe only belong, to the Fold of Chriſt , who arc undcr 
the conduct of the Univerſal Paſtor, his Holincls the Pope 3 
and they alone are ſound in the Faith, and conſequently capa- 
ble of Salvation , who believe the Doctrine received by the 
Catholick, that is, the Roman Church ; It is therefore neccMſa- 
ry for you, as you tender the eternal weltare of your Soul, 

C religiouſly 
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religiouſly to obcy this Paſtor, and belicve all the Propoſals - 
of this Church. But notwithſtanding, though this Paſtor and . 
(as I ſhall preſently demonſtrate) this Church have (o!emnly }. 
declared that Princes may .be excommunicated , and then. 
deprived of their Dominions by his Kolincls,, you muſt by 

no means b-lieve that damnable Doctrine z and though you , 
arc furc to be excommunicatcd {or your ſtubboxnnc( therein . 
(as F. N. at this day is for this only crime) you muſt endure. 
it, rather than comply with thoſe talſe and rebellious Tenets, 
that ſubvert the Laws, deſtroy the Peace, and cadanger the . 
Sacred Perſons of Soveraign Princes. In ſhort, upon pain of - 
damnation you muſt be in Communion with the Roman , 
Church; and yet undcr the ſame pcnalty you muſt be con- 

tent to be excommunicated 3 you muſt belicve as the Church 

believes, and yct you muſt not bclieve ſo. 

Before I Icave this Point , I muſi beg leave to add one Ob- 
ſervation, which may be uſcful to the determining, how far . 
it will conſiſt with Prudence to hearkep to the Propoſition 
made for the encouraging, by the relaxation of Penaltics,thoſe 
who are in the Communion of the Roman Church : Ir is 
plainly this, They are a fort of men who are always the worſe 
tor Favour and Indulgence. I mentioned but now the cafe of 
F. Watſon, who after his many publick declarations of him- 
{elf againſt the traitcrous Jeſuits, canfutcd all his Writings by - 
his Actions. 

But the particular which I now. refer to, is the time of this 
his Enterprizez which was the entrance of K, Fames into this 
Kingdom z when all the (everitics of the Laws againſt the. 
Romaniſts were laid aſlecp, and they rcccived not only to a 
peaceful enjoyment of their Conſciences and Eſtates, but were 
admitted to the Court, to Truſt, to Honours and Preter: 
ments. Nor was this treachery and falleneſs his ſingular De- 
merit. At the ſame time, and under the ſame circumitances 
was the Agency of the RomiſhFaGtors with the King of Spaiy, 
for the procuring a ſecond Invaſion of their Native Country, 
which might expiate that of 88. as allo that helliſh Machi- 
nation of the Gun powder-Treaſon. . Theſe, though fo bar- - 
barous in the intendment, as to be capable of no aggravati- 
On ; had (belides the forementioned Ingratitude, ot being , 
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attempted in a ſcaſon of Indulgence; ) this particular brand 
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upon them, that they were deltigned by thoſe very men who Proceedings 


had been guilty of Treaſons in the time of Q., Elizabeth, and 
had been graciouſly forgiven by K. Fames, and perſonally 
had ſucd out their pardons from him under Seal. So that we 
may conclude it as reaſonable an-attempt to fiill a Tempelt 
by whiſpering gently co it , put out a Fire by pouring Oyl 
upon it, or reclaim a Viper by receiving him into the Bo- 
ſom; as to hope by any Ads ot Kindnels and Indulgence to 
aſſure the Duty of a Roman Votary, of whatever Principle 
or Subdiviſion he pretend to be. 


ENQUIRY Il. 


IV heather the Popes Power in depoſing Kings be a Doftrine of the 

Roman Chnrch ? 

Having debated this point alrcady in the Seaſonable Diſ- 
cortrſe, and defended what I there aſſerted in my Reply to the 
Full Anſwerer, there is really no need I ſhould trouble my 
ſelf or Reader in the proof of a thing perfely evident. But 
ſince the Gentleman with whom I had firſt to do,and our pre- 
ſent Author after him, think they have abundantly cleared 
themlelves, by quoting a few Romaniſis who have denied the 
Exorbitant Tyrannies of the Pope , and ſeparating the Inte- 
reſts of the Court and Church of Romez with this Difference, 
that whereas the Full Anſwerer quite ſlips over the mention of 
Councils,this my Author atter a ſhort Retic&ion lightly paſles 
the Allegations which 1 made from the Canons of the ſaid 
Councils, which I pretend to have been rcceiv'd as Univerlal, 
not only by the high-flown Papalins, buc theſe moderate pre- 
tenders; ( and-conſequently what is by thoſe Councils de- 
creed, muft beyond all ſubterfugg be concluded to be the Do« 
Arine of the Church.) And whereas the faid Author only 
adds ſome few colourable pretences to clude the Arguments 
drawn from the aforeſaid Councils; I ſhall ( which I take to 
be the alone remaining poſſible way of inforcement) ſet down 
the expreſs words of thoſe Councils in plain Engliſh 3 .And 
then I hope there will necd no infallible Interpreter to inform 
us of the meaning and importance of them. And having 
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tance, as we ſhall {ce anon. 
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done this, I ſhall xeply to thoſe thin Sophiſms which are 


brought to elude my Argument. 


In the Scaſonable Diſcourſe 1 frſt cited the 27 Canon of the 
Third Lateran Council, Cap. Sicxt ait : Where the Fathers 
having condemned the Cathari,&c. and ſubjected the Fautors 
of them to the ſame puniiNf&it with them, 'tis added, They 
(hall forfeit all the Fealty, Homage, and Obedience which was due 
to them. Now we know who they are to whom Fealty and 
Homage, in its remarkable and moſt proper importance, is 
due. But to avoid all Cavil, this is determined to extend to 
Soverain Princes by the expreſs words -of the Council of Con- 
And therefore in the next place 
I procecd to the Fourth, and as it is ſtiled by the Romaniſts, 
the moſt General Council of Lateray : Where the Fathers ha- 
ving condemned all Hereticks that cxalt themſelves againſt the 
Catholick Faith by them explained ; an Article whereot is, 
That in the Sacrament of the Altar the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
ere really contained, the Bread being tranſubſtantiated into the Body 
of Chriſt, and the Wine into his Blood that is, (to waveall the 
monſirous Abſurdities of Tranſubſtantiation) that they who 
receive only the Bread, receive only the Body and they 
who rcccive the Cup, only receive the Blood of our Saviour, 
(for concomitancy cannot ſuit with things entirely ſcparatc. ) 
And having rcquired the aid of the Secular Powers againſt the 
{aid Hereticks,the Concil proceeds in this form: Tf the Tem- 
poral Lord, vequir'd or admonifh'd by the Church, ſhall negledi to 
purge bis Territory from Heretical pravity, let him be excommuni- 
cated by the Metropolitan and his Suffragans 3 and if he perſiſt in 
neglecting to give ſatisfa@tion for the ſpace of a year, let him be ſig- 
nified to the Pope,that he from thenceforth may pronounce hu $nb- 
jeas diſcharg'd from their Obedience, and expoſe 'bis Territory to 
be ſeiz'd by Catholicks 3 who having exterminated the Heretickys, 
without contraaidion ſhall poſſeſi it and preſerve it in the Purity of 
Faith : $0 as nv injury be doxe to the Right of the Superiour Lord, 
where there is ſuch provided be do not any way oppoſe bimſelf : 
and the ſame Law is to take place on them who have no ſuperiour 
Lord. Where we may obſerve how pitiful the Excule is, which 
1s commonrly brought , that Soveraign Princes are not here 
meant, but only Feudatary 3 when, as if it were on purpoſe 
tO 
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to exclude this plea , thoſe who are moſt Abſolute and Su- 
preme, are particularly IcvePd with the other. In the mean 
time,we of this Nation may take notice, That belides our own 
Runagates, (whom I cited in the Seaſonable Diſconrſe) who 
make our Kingdom to be held in fee from the Pope; in a man- 
ner all Foreign Writers go away with it as a thing confelt and 
evident and bring, as the common inſtance ot the Popcs 
power to depoſe Kings, that his Holinels may difpole of the 
Crown of England, even where they exempt the King of 
France from ſuch ſubjeRion. But this upon:the by. The 
ſame Council goes on, and ſays, That the Excommunicate F au+ 
tors of Herefies ſhall bave no Votes in Councils or Elefions, ſhall 
not be allowed to make a Will, to give Teſtimony, or bear any Office, 
or inherit an Fſtate. If any happen to be a Fudg, bis Sentence 
ſhall be nnll and void : If an Advocate, be ſhall not be admitted 
to plead ; if a Clark or Notary , the Inſtruments drawn by bim 
ſhall be of no moment : And ſo in all other like caſes. Whence 
we may gather what aſſurance we are likely to have of the 

poſſeſſion of our Eſtates, if Popery prevail. All Ads of Law, 

all Bequeſis of Wills, and Judiciary Proceedings fince the Re- 

formation, (and I ſuppoſe molt Engliſh men hold under ſome 

of them ) are abſolutely void an\l null by the Decree of this 

Councilz and we mult come to new Purchaſes to be ſecur?d in 

the poſſelſion of whatſoever we poſkels , or challenge for our 

own. And how. fair Chapmen we ſhall meet with in that 

caſe, it will not be difficult to determine. 

My next Allegation is of the Council of Lyons, where the 7,,, co. 
Pope after mature deliberation had with his Cardinals and the 4s, | 
Council, having depos'd and deprived the Emperourz andab- 
ſolv d all thoſe trom their Oaths of Allegiance,who had ſworn 
it to him; and commanded that no perſon ſhould own him 
from cthenceforth as Empcrour, or any way obey or intend to 
obcy him and excommunicated all ſuch as ſhould give him 
Counſcl, or any way favour him and ordered that the Ele- 
ors ſhould proceed to a new Choice; the aforclaid particu- 
lars being read in the Coxncil , the Pope and Prelates ſitting in 
Conncil, with Caudles burning in their hands, thundred out tbeir 
Excommernication againſt the depoſed Emperour <xcqurR; + 5g 
The words of the Council are plain enough , but when i . 
liratc 
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ſtrated by ſuch a Comment as the actual Depoſing of an Em- 
perour, I cannot think it ncedful to ſubjoyn any tarther En- 
forcement; but proceed to the remaining Allegation troni the 
Determination of the Council of Copſtance : which in the ſc- 
ventcenth Scſſion decrees, defines, and ordains that whoſoever , 
whether be be King, Cardinal, Patriarch, Archbiſhop, Biſhop , 
Duke , Prince , Earl, Marqueſs, or of any other Condition or Dig- 
rity, either Eccleſiaſtical or Secular, ſhall binder, diſturb, or mo- 
lift Sigilmund Kizg of the Romans and Hungary, and the King 
of Arragon, from meeting, &c. ſhall incur the Sentence of Ex- 
communication, &c. and ſhall be deprived of all Honour, Dig- 
nity, and Office, c. Where, by the way, we may take notice, 
that this Council, who lay fo fevere Penalties on the Viola- 
ters of their fake conduct, were not aſham'd pertidiouſly to 
violate it themlclves on Fobn Hſs,who in confidence thereot 
put himſelt into their hands, 

Beſides this,we alledg from this Council Pope Martins Let- 
ecr, approvedby the laſt Seflion of the ſame Council , where 
his Holineſs admoniſhes and requires all Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
and Catholick Faith, the Emperonr, King s, Dukes, Princes, Mar- 
queſſer, Earls, Barons, &c. that they drive out of their Kingdoms, 
Provinces, Cities, &C. all Hereticks, according to the tenour of the 
Lateran Conncil, which begixs, Sicut ait, &c. And then decrees, 
That all Hereticks, Partakers or Defenders of them, though they 
ſhine in the Dignity of Patriarchs, Arcbbiſhops, Biſhops, Kings, 
Queens, Dukes, or any other Eccleſiaſtical or Mundane Title, &c, 
ſhall be pronounced Excommanicate in the preſence of the People, 
every Sunday and Holy-day, &c. and requires that they proceed 
to deprivation of Dignities, &C. 

Now our Author to all this given in proof by me from 
theſe ecumenical Councils, as the Romaniſts ſtile them, op- 
poſes the Authority of one Fohn Biſhop, who in a Book written 
in the time of ©. Elizab, proved that the Conſtitution of the Late- 
ran Council , upon which the whole Authority of abſolving $ub- 
Jjefs from their Allegience and depoſing Princes is founded, is no 
otber than a Decree of Pope Innocent the II. aud was never ad- 
mitted in England : yea, that the ſaid Council was no Council at 
all. nor was any thing, at all there decree'd by the Fathers. | 

Sq then we axe come toa Reſolution of Faith, It one ſingle 


man 
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man ſhall write a Book againſt a received Dodtine in the 
Church,that founds'it ſelf on the Decrce of a Univerſal Coun- 

cil ; and ſhall deny that Council to be valid, or received in a 

particular Church 3 that Doctrine however received or foun- 

ded, as is above mentioned, ceaſcs to be the DoEtine of the 

Church : Which, if it be true, I bclieve *twil be almoſt im- 

pollible for any man to be a Herctick 3 ſome one or other 

having wrote a Book in the defence of his Tenet, how Hete- 

rodox loever it wcre, and diſparaged the Authority of that 

Council that condemned it. But this Author, who rclics (0 

much on the credit of Fob# Biſhop, ſhould have advertcd to ,,, | 
thoſe very cogent arguments which Cardinal Perron produces wake - _ 
in his long Spccch to the third Eſtate, and Dr. Vaye has ſince 615, =” 
brought in favour of that Council; and his Confutation of Dr. Yane Vin- 
all Suggeſtions alledged on the contrary part. Alſo he ſhould ou hav 
have taken notice of the Sublidiary proot lately. added by F. ; meme _— 
Labbe, and Coſſart, Editors of the Councils now at Paris , : 
who there from a Copy ſuppoſed to be written in that very 

Age, give the Canons of that Council in Greek, deticicnt jo '*- 
chiefly in thoſe parts, where the Controverhlic between the ps 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Church was determined to the diſad- 

vantage of the-Greeks.. And lalily, he ſhould have confidercd (,,. — 
that the' Council of Trent, whoſe Authority he will not dil- ge: ces, 
pute, has alledged the Canons of this fourth Lateray Coun- | 
cil, and therefore it will oot be very reaſouable to oppoſe 

F. Biſhop to all thoſe Fathers. 

But to pals this: How comes it about that our Author tells Mu. Paris ie 
us, this Council was never admitted in England ? Did he 4#7. 1322. 
conſider what power the Pope then claimed in this land , 
when he had rendred, and openly ſtiled the King his Vaſſal? Biar'i cow! 
As.alſo how much work the Engliſh had to do in that Aſſem- Tom. 7, 
bly, particularly in the cafe of Stephen Lngton, then Arch- P53 
biſhop of Canterbury and that the Canons of that Council 
were allowed and confirmed in the National Synod held at 
Oxford, A. 1222. Had he told us that this convention, not- 
withlianding all its pompous pretences of {o many Patriarchs, , 
Emperours, Kings and Princes, Biſhops and Doors that 
attendcd at it, was nothing but a Scene drefled up in Mal- 
querade z he would perchance have ſaid ſomething to the 

pure 
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ſtrated by ſuch a Comment as the atual Depoſing of an Em- 
perour, I cannot think it ncedful to ſubjoyn any tarther En- 
forcement; but proceed to the remaining Allegation tron the 
Determination of the Council of Conſtance : which in the ſc- 


ventcenth Seſſion dcerees, defines, and ordainsz that whoſoever , 


whether be be King, Cardinal, Patriarch, Archbiſhop, Biſhop , 
Duke , Prince , Earl, Marqueſs, or of any other Condition or Dig- 
rity, either Eccleſiaſtical or Secular, ſhall binder, diſturb, or mo- 
left Sigilmund Kirg of the Romans and Hungary, and the King 
of Arragon, from meeting, 6c. ſhall incur the Sentence of Ex- 
communication, &C. and ſhall be deprived of all Honour, Dig- 
nity, and Office, &c. Where, by the way, we may take notice, 
that this Council, who lay fo fevere Penalties on the Viola- 
ters of their {afe conduct, were not aſhanyd pertidiouſly to 
violate it themlclves on Fobn Huſs,who in conhdence thereof 
put himlelt into their hands. 

Beſides this,we alledg from this Council Pope Martins Let- 
tcr, approved by the laſt Seſſion of the ſame Council , where 
his Holineſs admoniſhes and requires all Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
and Catholick Faith, the Emperonr, Kings, Dukes, Princes, Mar- 
queſſes, Earls, Barons, &c. that they drive out of their Kingdoms, 
Provinces, Cities, &C. all Hereticks, according to the tenour of the 
Lateran Comncil, which begins, Sicut ait, &c. And then decrees, 
That all Hereticks, Partakers or Defenders of them, though they 
ſhine in the Dignity of Patriarchs, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Kings, 
Ducens, Dukes, or any other Eccleſiaſtical or Mundane Title, &c, 
ſhall be pronounced Excommanicate in the preſence of the People, 
every Sunday and Holy-day, &c. and requires that they proceed 
to deprivation of Dignities, KC. 

Now our Author to all this given in proof by me from 
theſe cecumenical Councils, as the Romaniſts ſtile them, op- 
poſes the Authority of one Fohn Biſhop, who in a Book written 
in the time of ©. Elizab, proved that the Conſtitution of the Late- 
ran Council , upon which the whole Authority of abſolving $ub- 
jefts from their Allegience and depoſing Princes is founded, is no 
otber than a Decree of Pope Innocent the II. and was never ad- 
mitted in England : yea, that the ſaid Council was no Council at 
all. nor was any thing at all there decree'd by the Fathers. | 

Sq then we are come toa Reſolution of Faith, It one ſingle 

| man 
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man ſhall write a Book againſt a received Dodtrine in the 
Church,that founds'it ſelf on the Decrce of a Univerſal Coun- 
cil ; and ſhall deny that Council to be valid, or received in a 
particular Church 3 that Doctrine however received or foun- 
ded, as is above mentioned, ceaſcs to be the DoQtrine of the 
Church : Which, it it be true, I believe *twil be almoſt im- 
pollible for any man to be a Heretick 3 ſome one or other 
having wrote a Book in the defence of his Tenet, how Hete- 
rodox (oever it were, and diſparaged the Authority of that 
Council that condemned it. But this Author, who rclics (0 
much on the credit of Fobs Biſhvp, ſhould have advertcd to 
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in his long Spccch tothe third-Eſtate, and Dr. Vaye has ſince 615, cc. 
brought in favour. of that Council; and his Contfutation of Pr. Fane Vin- 


all Suggeſtions alledged on the contrary part. Alſo he ſhould i9p&Þ* the 
have taken notice of the Subſidiary proot lately: added by F, 7/4 © 
Labbe, and Coſſart , Editors of the Councils now at Paris , : 
who there from a Copy ſuppoſed to be written in that very 
Age, give the Canons of that Council in Greek, deticicnt 
chiefly in thoſe parts, where the Controverlic between the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Church was determined to the difad- 
vantage of the Greeks. And lalily, he ſhould have conſidered. (,,.1 7; 
that the' Council of Trent, whoſe Authority he will not dif- ge; i4. cn.*. 
pute, has alledged the Canons of this fourth Lateray Coun- 

cil, and therefore it will not be very reaſouable to oppoſe 

F- Biſhop to all thoſe Fathers. 

But to pa(s this: How comes it about that our Author tells Me. Pris je 
us, this Council was never admitted in England ? Did he 41. 1322. 
conſider what power the Pope then claimed in this land , 
when he had rendred, and openly ſtiled the King his Vaſſal? Biar'i cow! 
As.alſo how much work the Ergliſþ had to do in that Aſſem- Tom. 7, 
bly, particularly in the caſe of Stephen Langton, then Arch- F"*- > 
biſhop of Canterbayyz and that the Canons of that Council 
were allowed and confirmed in the National Synod held at 
Oxford, A. 1222+ Had he told us that this convention, not- 
withlianding all its pompous pretences of {o many Patriarchs, , 
Emperours, Kings and Princes, Biſhops and DoQors that 
attendcd at it, was nothing but a Scene drefled up in Mal- 
queradez he would perchance have ſaid ſomething to the 
pur» 
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purpoſe : For inſtance, That the man who play*d the Greek 
Emperour was Hen. Brother to Baldwin Earl of Flanders, that 
had lately before ſeiſed Conſtantinople and ſome few more of 
the Greeks Towns,with the Arms of the Croiſaide; and had no 
other Title to his Conquelts,belides the Popes gift : That the 
Latin Emperour, who yet was but Ele, was the Popes Pu- 
pil, ſo made by the will of his Mother Conftance 3 and choſen 
Empcrour by the Popes influence , who had unmade two 
Emperours before, of whom one, z.e. Otho.4. was then living z 
and the next Pope ſave one, Innocent the IV.depoſed this very 
Emperour : Farther, that Fobu de Brenne and Almerick held 
the Kingdoms of Fernſalem and Cyprus of the Popes gift: That 
our King John was become his Feudatary, and as his Holineſs 
was pleaſed to ſtile him, his Vaſſal > that Fames King of Ar- 
ragox held by the ſame Copy, who beſides was a Minor and 
Pupil to the Pope , who was fo favourable as to give him a 
Crown, whoſe Father had deſerved fo ill as to forfeit to his 
Holineſs both Kingdom and Life. Then farther, that Phil; 
King of France had his Kingdom twice put under Interdict 
by this very Pope, and was threatned worſe : That Andrew 
of Hungary was alſo by this very-Pope threatned with Depri- 
vation , and having thereby learnt Obedience , became his 
Creature and Favorite; and was made by him General of 
the Croiſaide againſt the Mahnmetans; as Simon de Montfort 
was of that againſt the Hereticks of Francez and the Princes 
of Flanders, of that againſt the Greek Sciſmaticks. This, one 
would think, were a fair account of all the Crown'd Heads 
that ſent their Embaſſadors and Biſhops to this Council. But 
the Eccleſiaſtical part of the Comedy was of the ſame picce; 
tor of the four taftern Patriarchs, as they call them, three 
were Htalians, and one a French-man z all made by this Pope, 
and no more own*d by the people of thoſe Churches to which 
they pretended, than his Holineſſes titular Biſhops uſe to be. 
Our buſineſs here is not to conſider, whether this or other 
Councils were free or obnoxious , lince they be rcceived by 
the ſucceeding Roman Church, and by our Author himſelf. - | 
* I would leave this Point, but that our Author is pleaſed to. 
aſſert a very ſtrange Paradox 3 that though I cited the third 
Lateran Council, that of Lyons, and that of Conſtance, belides 


this 
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this fourth of [.2teran 3 yet on this fourth che whole Autho- 
rity of abſolving Subjets from their Allegiance, and depoling 
Princes is founded. Not to diſpute the Superttructures ot 
the two atter Councils ;, certainly the third of Lateran could 
not well build upon the tourth, which was not then in being, 
I am fure the Council ot Conſtance was to tar from owning 
the having learnt this lefſon from the tourth Lateran Council, 
that they expreſly quote the third for the mott Orthodox Do- 
Ctrine of Treaſon and Rebellion. Wherezby the way I cannot 
omit.ta mention the wonderful dextcrity and contidence ot 
Cardinal Perron, in his Oration to the third Eſtate z who in 
this matter produces the Decrees of this Council asa lufhcieat 
{ecurity for Princes : as allo of the Penman of the Contro- 
verſial Letters, who ſcems ne ſtranger to our Author , and 
delires us to look upon the Church of Rome in a Council, to be 
convinc'd that ſhe dees not favour this depoſing Power, And allo 
lingles out this very Council, to ſhew the Orthodox Doctrine 
ot the moſt loyal Roman-Catbolick Church, whoſe Decree l e- 
ven now cited on the contrary part, When, as the Writer of 
the Controverſial Letters plainly confeſſes, the Story is no 
more than this : There had prevailed an Opinion in this age, 
and it was (cconded by PraQtice, that the People might at 
their pleaſure corre their offending Lords, and kill Tyrants, 
notwithſtanding any Oath made to them, without expecting 
the Sentence or Command of any Judge w hatfocver. And this 
with much ado was condemned in this Council 3 thou it coſt 
Fobn Gerſon a great deal of pains, and more than that, the im- 
minent hazard of his Lite, to compals thus much 3 That it 
ſhould not be lawful for any ordinary Cut-throat to deſtroy 
Soveraign Princes but remain the ſingular Preropative of his 
Holineſs the Pope. 

I ſhall not exaggerate Conſequences, nor purſue this To- 
pick, which my Author complains never fails when any one bas 
a mind to declaim igain(t P piſts, bat hope, that notwithſtan. 
ding his Profcflion, that he # yet to learn the name and ſcitnz 
tion of that Conntrey which believes it 3 'tis manitelt as Noon- 
day-light, that whoſoever belicvcs the Article of the Roman- 
( atholick, Church, mult alſo, as large a morſcl as it is, be con- 


tent to digeſt, at lealt ſwallow this. 
D E N. 


WP 


Har angue an 
tcrs Ejtat, 


Firſt Con- 


troy, Letter, 


The life of 
Ger(on pretixt 
to his works, 
And 7 om, -. 
P. 375. & 3. 


P. 6.2 


* 


The Difference betlveen the 
ENQUIRY Iv. 


Whether Prince s of the Roman Communion have ſufficient Powers 
to defend themſelves from the Tyrannies and Encroachments of 
the Pope ? 

We have ſeen the Do@trine of the Church of Rome, con- 
cerning the. Popes Power over Princes z which if it be truly 
ltated , (and I think nothing in the world is evident if my 
Argumentation be not ) will ealily determine the iſſue of this 
Enquiry. For (not to infift on the many defeRs both intel- 
Icual and moral, which are pretended to incapacitate for 
Government, or otherwiſe fortcit it, difcourſed at large by 
the Canonilſts, and more largely commented on by praiſe, 
in the depoſition and removal of ſuch Princes by Popes; ) If 
we ſuppoſe them in all Points qualified for Rule, and zcalcus 
Aſſertors of the Roman Faith; yet notwithſtanding upon any 
diſobedience to the Churches DiCtates, or contumacy of any 
kind to her Commands, which may ſubje& them to the cen- 
ſure of the Church, and the diſpleaſure of his Holineſs, and 
thereby expoſe to Excommunication, (of the due inflition 
whereof they are only Judges, ) all Right and Authority,upon 
the Principles before laid down,immediately becomes forteit : 
and the very queſtiouing hereot in Thefi, the thing being de- 
termined-by Occumenical Councils , and ſo made de Fide , 
will be Herchic, 

And now whercas no Prince can maintain himſelf with- 
out the Obedience of his Subjects, and ready Execution of 
his Miniſters 3 I demand whether upon any difference ſtarted 
(and unleſs the Prince will tamely give up all, there muſt be 
many) a Miniſter of State will dare to uphold and defend 
the Rights of his Maſter, in oppoſition to the Pope? If he 
Jo, he is (ure to bring all the hatzed of the Pope and 
Clergy upon him 3 and it is obſerved, that Minitters of State 
have fſcldom weathered the oppolition of the Gown-men of 
cither fort. 

But what if we ſhould ſay , that Princes themfclves dare 
icldum adventure to maintain their own Rights againſt the 
Pope ? Not to inhilt upon the perſonal apprehen(ions they 
may 
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may juſtly have of a Dagger from a Clement or a R avilliac ; It 
1s not unknown to any, that Princes, ever when in Peace, 
live with the jealoulies and precautions of War 3 and are as 
induſtrious for acccliion of Allies and advantages to them- 
lelves, as to prevent thoſe of a contrary party + {till expeRting 
and providing for a ſtorm in the deepett calm of tranquility 
and peace. It ( as ſometime heretofore they did) all Erope 
ſubmitted to the Pope, what advantage or diladvantage to a> 
ny Prince would the good will of the Pope be? What infla- 
ence would he not have (by the Clergy ) among the people 
of any Prince, it not abſolutely to raite Rebcllion, at leaſt, to 
flacken and abate the zeal and fervour ot the people ? What 
diverſions to this or that holy War, or Intcrpolitions for 
Peace, could he not make, as it ſhould ſuit beſt with the par- 
ty he ſhall moſt favour? And how hardly could ſuch plau- 
fible deſires be denied to the holy Father ? Thele and the like 
conliderations render the Kings of France and Spain, {o jea- 
lous of the making Popes or Cardinals: though it is certain 
the Popes dare not be 8 openly partial and unequal to Prin- 
ces, (nor would that partiality be fo fatal to their Intercfts) 
now as heretofore z becauſe the Reformation hath [pread into 
many Countries, which value not the Inclination of the 
Pope; but rather incline to the party he molt oppoſes. Which 
as it ſcems a counter-ballance, fo is it a great awe to the 
Pope 3 leſt their partiality ſhould force Princes to cheriſh and 
tavour the Proteſtant party, and perhaps even to throw off 
his yoak. But if ever the Church of Rome could cradicate the 
Reformed Religion (which doubtleſs is and ever mult be their 
great drift and aim) Princes of the Romiſh Religion would 
hind the want of that check and awe upon the Pope. 

Will you {ce how tender and fearful Princes hive been 
heretofore of claiming their Rights in this kind ? See Ed. 3. 
a brave and magnanimous Prince, in the vigour of his Age , 
in the 25 year ot his Reigu z when he comes to clainh and vin- 
dicate his Rigtits in Eccleſiaſtical matters, he is fo feartul of 
offending the Pope, that he ſecks all poſſible excuſes cven 
whilſt he his claiming his own. Firſt,he lays the fault on his 


Predecefſors, and quotes the Statute made in his Grandtathers 5 £1. +. c:-, 


time ; In the next place, the grievous complaint of the Com- «!:. 
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mons mult bear its ſhare then the injury to private Patrons is 
called in for a pretence, as it that gare riſe to the complaint 
( when all this while the King had power enough from the 
Rights inherent in the Crown, and trom former Statutes, if 
he duſt put it in practice) then (which is a wonderful In- 
fiance of his fear to offend the Pope) tor a farther exculc, he 
{ts upa claim for his pgcople, to the prejudice of his Nega- 
tive voice{ the greateſt and choicelt lower of the Crown )for in 
the Statute of Proviſors of that year, he makes the Commons 
to alledg(nor is there any mark ot his diſlike,but rather aſſent 
to it, ſo deſirous he was of an excule toward the Pope )that the 
Right of the Crown of Exglaud,aud the Law of the ſaid Realm 
#s ſuch, that upon miſchiefs and dammage which happened to his 
Realm, he ought and 4 bound of the accord of bis ſaid People in 
his Parliament thereof, to make Remedy and Law in voiding the 
miſchiefs and dammage which thereof cometb,&c. Then rhe King 
goes on himſclt to alledge hjs own Oath to (ee the Laws exe- 
cutcd, &c. as the Reader may atishe himſclt more fully from 
the Statute at large, as it appears in all our Books. 

I {uppole this may ſuthciently ſhew how fearfully that 
great and Gen-rous Prince (not ſubje& to vain fears) went 
about to remedy that Inconvenience. What Fruit he reap'd 
trom the hazard he adventur'd , and how effcQual that great 
Mcdicine (our Author ſo highly commends to us )was,may be 
conjcur'd by the necd there was of another Statute of Pro+ 
viſors, the very next Parljament, viz. the 27 year of his 
Reign. It would be too tedious to the Reader and my ſelf, 
toquote all the Statutes of that kind. Inſtead of others which 
it were ealic to produce, I ſhall only add that of the 16 of 
Rich. 2+ cap. 5 Where the Commons of the Realm having 
complained ot the intolerable Tyrannies and Oppreſſions ot 
the Sec of Rome go on to pray the King, and him require by 
way of Juſtice, that be wonld examine ail the Lords in the Par- 
liament, as well Spirizual 4s Temporal, ſcucrally and all the States 
of the Parliament,-how they think, of the Caſes aforeſaid , which 
be ſo openly againſt the Kings Crowi,and in derogation of bis Re- 
gality; and bow they will fland in the ſame Caſes with our Lord 
the King, &c. Whether this Examination was in order to 
the Attainder of the Perſons, or Euſpention of the Votes of the 
Difſenters, 
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Diſſenters, or ſome other purpoſe, I will not take upon me to 
enquire. Certainly conſidering the Greatneſs of the Peerage 
of England at that time , ſuch a way of procedure ſhews the 
greatneſs of the miſchict which was defired to be redre(t. But 
the continued complaint and freſh Endeavours for Remedy, 
do likewilc as evidently demonſtrate that none of our Kings 
ever found an effeQtual Cure, till the time of Henry the VIII. 
who yet, although he retain'd the Roman Profeflion of Faith, 
denying temporal Subje&tion to the Pope, became liable to 
that Deprivation and Cenſure, and all that Spi:itual Thun 
dcr which ſo ſevercly tell upon him, and has tince excrciſed 
his Succeſlors. 
But choſe our Princes who came after him, having gene- 
rally been of the Reformed Religion , which they of Rome 
have declared to be Hereſic z the practices among us howe- 
ver exorbitant,will not tall under our preſent contideration. 1 
{hall theretore pals over to our Neighbours of France 3 and 
examine how well the Priviledges of the Gallican Church have 
ſtood the moſt Chriſtian Kings in ſtead z which will readily be 
{cen it we look into their Hiltorics : nor will we ſeek farther 
than the laſt Age. Henry the Third we know had difhculty 
enough with the Catholick holy c_ oppoled not only by 
the high-flown Jeſuited Romaniſts, but the Bulwarks of Re- 
gal Authority, the Loyal Doctors of the Sorbox , who being 
Seventy in number, unanimouſly decree, nemine contradicente, 
That the Subjefis of France were freed from their Oaths of Allegi- 
#nce and Obedience made to Henry the Third : And alſo that the 
ſaid Subjetis may legAMy and with a ſife Conſcience arm and unite 
themſclves, collet and raiſe money, &c. Which Decree of the 
good DoGtors was ratified by his Holinel(s in his Bull of Ex- 
communication, which ſuddenly followed ; and was purſued 
to fuch Extremities by the Leaguers, that they were not onely 
content to ſubje that Kingdom to the Yoak of Spain, but in 
deſpite of the Sallick Law, endeavour that the Intanta Clara 
Evgenia Elizabetba (ſhould ſucceed unto the Crown 3 and 
though the King turn*d Covenanter himſelf,andEſtabliſh'd the 
Oath ot Union in the Aſſembly ot the Three Eſtates,and perſv- 
nally (wore toit, making it a Fundamental Liw of the French 
Nation, that oncly 4 Catholick ſhould be capable to ſucceed unto the 
Crown 
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Crown, y<t notwithſtanding this, the ſaid Heyry the Third 
could not c{cape the Anger of his Holineſs, and what is con(e+ 
quent thereto, the being depriv'd of his Kingdom and his 
Lite, maſſacred by F. Clement, the Facobin-Monk. To him 
we know ſucceeded Henry the IV. who after great ſirugling, 
and the ſame oppoſition trom the Unanimous Determination 
of the Loyal Sorbor-Doctors, in their general Congregation, 
who May 7. 1590. Declar'd Henry of Bourbou uncapable of the 
Crown, though he ſhould obtain Abſolution from the Church , and 
that tbe French were oblig'd to keep him from the Crown, that all 
who favor him ave in perpetual mortal ſin; and all that are ſlain 
in the Cauſe againſt him ſhall obtain au everlaſting Reward, aud 
be crown'd with the Trophies of Martyrdom. This Henry, I ay, 
having by the bleſſing of God, and a good Sword, added pol- 
{cflion to his Claim, and in ſpite of oppolition made himſelf 
Maſter of France 3 yet this new Sallick Law ſtood till in his 
light, and a Crown was not to be had but at the price of a 
Maſs : For though it be a receiv'd Maxime, That the Crown 
removes all taint of Blood, it cannot of Opinion. One: 
now would have expected in this inſtance, that the Church 
Doors ſhould have flown open to receive this Royal Convert; 
but the caſe is far otherwiſe, Five years diligent agitation in 
the Court of Rome, and attendance on three ſeveral Popes, can 
ſcarcely compaſs this great Work of bringing a ſtraid Royal 
Sheep into the Fold of Chriſt. The difhcultics made herein 
will abundantly appear, as from the Hiſtories of that Age, (o 
more particularly from Cardinal D* Ofſatand Peryon's Memo- 
rials, And truly 'tis remarkable when the matter was adju- 
ſted, to what ſubmiſhons the King in his Repreſentatives was 
fain to deſcend : How his Commiſſioners in his Name and Be- 
half,beg Remifſion proſtrate on their Faces; and being drub*d 
and baſtixado'd, as the inſulting Italiens word it , or as the 
French confeſs , being ſwitch'd by his Holineſs , hardly ob- 
tain'd an Abſolution tor their Matter z; who was farther ob- 
lig*d to renounce his tormer Inauguration and Abſolution gi- 
ven him in France,and to ſwear the Extirpation of the Protc- 
ſtants.But when all this was done,the Pacihcation was not ful- 
ly made; but this mighty Prince fell by the Poniard of a Raril- 
liac, and the implacable Papacy, as is notorious to the World. 
The 
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The Succeſſor to theſe, Lewis the XIII. having before him , 
the Catatirophe of his two immediate Predeceſſors,one would 
have thought might reaſonably be allowed ſome farther Pro- 
viſion for his Satcty and Aſſurance of the Allegiance of his 
People : and to this end the Third Eſtate drew up an Oath 
of Fealty to be taken by all his Subjeds : but it is not imagi- 
nable with what fury this was oppos'd by the Pope and Cler- 
gy ; what violent and long Harangues were made in the 
Houle of Peers and Commons again itz what Gratulations 
were ſent to the Clergy of France by his Holineſs for their ge- 
nerous oPpoſition of that Oath, complementing it as a De Herangiie ane 
tence of his, and therein the Churches Rights. The Specch *** E/izt. 
of Cardinal Perron is a ſufficient account of this matter,which 
was at large anſwered by the Royal Pen of King Fames, and 
therefore needs no new unraveling, 
But beyond all this, there is a particular which is not com- 
monly taken notice of, and deſerves not to betorgotten : *Tis 
this : After the Cardinel in his long Harangue in the Name of 
the Clergy of France , had baffled and expoſed the power of 
Kings, and endeavoured to (ubjeR both it and their Perſons 
alſo to the Diſcipline and Coercion of the Church and con- 
cluded that at beſt, the point of Frinces being exempt from 
Depoſition was barely Problematical, and conſequently could 
not be matter of an Oath : The King fearing to provoke fo 
ſtrong and eager a party called the atorefaid Bill fox the Secu- 
rity of his Perſon,to his own hearing and made an exprels 
Inhibition to the ſeveral Eſtates, that they ſhould not proceed 
farther in it, or fign or publiſh what they had drawn up. But Recys;; res 
this would not (ſerve the turn, the Eccletiatticks would not lit exatt & curi- 
down with a drawn Battail 3 but infolently depute in their <ux ve rout ce 
Names the Biſhop of 4agers,with other Prelates, and Cafita- 1%* I'eſt fair 
: Ai & pals de {tn- 
lars, among, whom were Cardinal Perron and Sourdis z whoe ji. oo. 
Cardiual Perron being the Spokes-man , told the King to h's morable, en 
Face, That this matter lately contcſted ws a point of Doftrine z and I Atl:mblce 
thouzh in bis Speech to the Third Eſtate he bad declar'd it to be &*nerale ve, 
Problematical > now to cut it ſhort, he aſſerted that the oy of the _—_ 05 
Pope ws full, nay moſt full and dire in fpirituals, and indireti in Þ a. 
Temporals : That whoſoever maintained the comrary were Schiſ- Bar Fioria, 
mati:ks and Heretickg,cven tb:ſc of the Parliament who ha4 Fs Rapine, 
the 
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the Milk of Tours. That if the King would not immediately caſ- 

Jate the Arreſt of the Parliament, and would not raze ont of the 

Regiſters the Concluſions of the Kings Officers, he bad in Com- 

miſſion 8nd « barge to ſay, That they weld depart from the Aſſem- 

bly of Eſtates  andthat being there as in a National Council, they 

word excommmnicate all thiſe who were of a contrary Opinion to 

Pag, 356, the Propoſition which affirmed that the Pope could depoſe tbe King, 
And if the King would not ſuffer them to proceed unto Ecclefiaſti- 

cal Cenſires, they would do it notwithitandiug, though they were 

to ſuffer Martyrdom. We have here (it I miſtake not} plain c- 

nough the Judgment of the Church of France. Would we ſee 

what was the Opinion of the Pope upon it ? Upon the 16, of 

Febr. there was brought, and opened, and read in the Cham- 

ber of the Clergy.,a Brict of the Pope Paul the V. bearing date 

the latt of Mar. 1615. ſub annulo Piſcatcris, wherein his Holi- 

nels returns his Solemn Thanks to the Clergy of France, for what 

Pag. 410. they had done againſt the Article of tbe Third Eſtate, wherein his 
power was concerned , defiring them to perſevere in the ſame 

mind, 

Which Bricf , by the way , was read in their Chamber 

without any leave had or ask'd from the King or Council, 

And truly it the moſt Chrittian King be treated thus by his 

Subjects in duty to their Soveraign the Pope notwithſtanding 

the primogeniture, and other pretences of that Crown z what 

(hall we of Exgland expect, who ſtand in worle circumſtan- 

ces 2 We mult not wonder or take it amiſs; that Pope Urban 

the VIII. in the year 1626: by his Bull bearing date May 30. 

forbad all Roman Catholicks to take the Oath of Allegiance. 

Firſt Contro- And ſince th2 happy Reſtoration othis preſent Majelty, when 
verhial Let- (,yeral of his Subjes of the Papal Profeſſion, offered by Oath 
ws (wherein the Supremacy is wholly wav'd) to aſſure thcir duty 
and Obedience,that the Pope and his Agents look*d upon this 

Overture as Apoſtacy from him, that is, trom the Chriſtian 

Faith : and perſecuted all thoſe who are concerned in the Pro- 

poſal z of which ſee the Controverſial Letters, and the late Hi- 

ſtory of the Iriſh affairs. Nor laſtly, will it be at all ſtrange, 

that at this day many eminent Perſons of the Romiſh Religi- 

on, who by the great Indulgence of the State, (notwithſtan- 

ding their Differences in Judgment and Intercli from the relt 
ot 
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of the Kingdom) are,upon aſſurance given of their Loyalty by 
the ealie Teſt of promiling it under the Seal of an Oath, pcr- 
mitted to have the perſonal and free uſe of their Votes in the 
Judging of Caulcs in their laſt Appeal, and what is the high- 
eſt Truſt imaginablc,in the making ot Laws,and to fit as Peers 
in the great Council of the Nation, do now refule to give the 
atoreſaid Aſſurance by taking the Oath of Allegiance; though 
that be the general Condition previous to Seſſion, laid not 
only upon them, but on all the reſt of their Fellow-Subjects, 

It is not for me, or any private perſon to determine of the 
Rights of our Superiours ; but by Duty and Allegiance we are 
obliged to defend them. This I think may be laid down as a 
Maxim. That no Power is of any moment, when ſet in Op- 
poſition to its Superiour 3 and that all Pleas follow the laſt Ap- 
peal. So that if the Spiritual Soveraign be plac'd above the 
Temporal, 'tis vain to talk of any Rights the Temporal can 
plead in prejudice unto the other. And to ſpeak the whole 
matter in one ſhort word,Princes can have no ſufficient pow- 
ers againſt Encroachments from the Papacy who,it the Popes 
and Churches pretenſions ſtand good, whenever they think 
fit to interpoſe , have no power at all. And thus much be 
ſaid upon this Head of Enquiry. | 


ENQUIRY v. 


Whether Religion was the Cauſe of the Maſſacre in France, and 

Rebellion in Ixcland ? 

I no way doubt that Mens exorbitant Paſſions and Defires 
are the Cauſe of all the Diſturbance in the World. According 
to that of the Apoſtle, Whence are Wars and Fightings among 
you ? Are they not from your Luſts that war in your Members ? 
But our Author knows well, that beſides the leading princi- 
pal original Caule, there is an immediate evident one, which 
is joyn'd to the Effect ; which alone in a diſcourſe of this 
nature weenquire after. Now if it be manifeſt that his Holi- 
neſs the Pope, the Supreme Monarch of the Church, laid his 
Command upon, and with great inſtance dealt with, the 
French King todeſiroy the Hwgonots, and had his Promiſe and 
Engagement that he would —_— them; and if after = had 

one 
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done this,it be certain that the News of the p.rformance was 
reccived with Joy and Exultation by the whole Roman Court, 
and Pope himſelt; 1 hope it will be ſufficiently manifeſt to 
whom the Action is to be imputed. I do not ſay that his Ho- 
lincls cither detign'd the mauner of the Maſſacre, or was pri- 
vy to all the circumſtances of it before hand. But if I bargain 
with a Rufhan that he ſhall kill ſuch a,perſon, whom take to 
be mine enemy 3 though I do not contract. whether he ſhall 
do it with a Piſto), or a Sword, or with Poiſon ; vet if the 
Murder at my Inſtance be committed , no ſober Judg or Jury 
would doubt to hind me guilty in the caſe, 

Now that the Pope was thus far acceſſary to that bloody 
Carnage, appears ftrom Ferom Cateus, Kcretary to Cardinal 
Alexandrins, in his Litc of Pixs V. dedicated to Pope Sixtus V. 
who mentions his Holincls his engaging in this matter, as an 
inſtance of his pious ſolicitude for the Advantage of the 
Church. In particular he tells us, That when his Maſter Cardinal 
Alexandrino,that Popes Nephew and Legat in Franc&,with great 
inſtance moved the breaking of the intended Marriage with the 
King of Navar 3 and to divert it perſwaded a Match of Marga- 
rct Daughter of France, with Sebaſtian King of Portugal 3 Ts 
anſwer to this, the King taking the Legat by the hand, bid him 
aſſure bis Holineſs Pius, that be concluded this Marriage for uo 
other purpoſe than to take vengeance of the Enemies of God, and to 
chaſtiſe bis Rebels, as the end ſhould manifeſt : and that he did 
all this 10 obey the Inſtruftions and the Connſels of Pius, who per- 
petwally incited him not to indure ſuch injuries committed againſt 
God and the Crown : and that be took this Courſe besauſe he knew 
no better way to compaſi bis end, than thus to make thoſe of the Re 
ligion ſecure, having tried all othcy means. Then pulling a Dia- 
mond of great value off bu Finger, be ſaid to the Legat, Take this 
as a Pledg and Security of my Promiſe, and the Faith which I 
will aln-ay bear to the 4poſtolick Sce, and to execute all that T have 
ſaid again(t theſe impious Wretches, He adds tarther, That the 
Legat excuſed hiniſcif from recerving the Ring. pretending that he 
bad kept bimſelf from taking any thing from the hands of any 
Prince #0 whom he had been ſent : and befides, that be took the 
Werd of ſo Great a King to be the ſureſt Pledg and Security: But 
that the Ring was ſent. to Rome by the King unto Cardinal As 
Icxandrino 
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lexandrinoFthough it came not till after the death of bis Uncle 
Pope Pius) i a Casket, on which were engraved theſt words, Non 
minus hec (olida cli pictas: Nec pictas pofiit mea ſanguine 
tolvi. 

So that it we will believe cither the Pope who directed, or 
King of France who executed this Tragedy, 'twas Picty and 
Religion which was the Motiveto it. 

As to the e{pouſal and owning of this bloody Fa@ after its 
execution, when there came an account of it to the next Pope 
Gregory XIII. I may not hope to exprets the Joy it brought 
auto his Holineſs, fince the Hiſtorian tclls us that it ſurpatles 
the comprehenſion of Speech, and as he terms it, it was indi- 
cible. It excated a Jubilee in its liberal importance 3 and 
whereas the Tongue was unable to ſpeak out the full Reſent. 
ment, Geſture and Action were called in to uſe their Rheto- 
rick; and not only all the pompous Solemnities of a Proceſ- 
ſion and Triumph, of which the Head of the Noble Coligni, 
ſent a5 a Token from France to his Holinel(s, was a mean and 
inconliderable circumſtance: but Almighty God was put in- 
to the Pageantry, aud a ſolemn Thanklgiving at the Church 
of St. Lewis, was an inſtance of the gratctul piety of the Pope 
and Cardinals on this occalion. 

Let me make this matter plainer, it it may be, by an In- 
ſtance taken from our own Hiſtories, which ad hominem will I 
aſſure my ſelf be conclutive beyond cortroul. It is the caſe of 
Thomas Becket, wherein K. Hexry the ſecond being no farther 
concerned, than that atter intolerable attronts and perpctual 
vexations given him by that inſolent Prelate, he was in paſli- 
on, and asked if he ſhuuld never be rid of (o inveterate an cne- 
my » though (as Barexims relates it) the irregular deed that fol- 
lowed was neither ated by his will or conſent, nor done by any con- 
trivance of his 3 yet becauſe the Murder of that Prelate was 
conſcquent to his impatient words3 the poor King was by the 
Judgment of the Church declared guilty of the whole Fac, 
and by the ſentence of the Popes Legatcs, (belides the lacrit- 
cing ſeveral Rights of the Crown, and payment of large ſums 
of maney,)made to walk bare-foot ſeveral miles to the Cathe- 
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jcAs, on his naked back, above fourſcore laſhe® And if a 
King was thus far Criminal tor occalioning, though belide his 
intendment, the death of one of his rebellious Subjeas; what 
ſhall we fay of that Univerſal Paſtor,who directly adviſed and 
commandcd the ilaughter and deſtruction of ſo many thou- 
ſands of all Degrees, Ages and Sexcs, whereof a great part 


were certainly more innocent than that unhappy man, whoſe 


blood waseteecmed fo ſacxcd, could be thought to be ? 

Having given this account of the Maſſacre in France,let me 
ſee next whether my Author be in the right in his account of 
the Rebellion in Ircland. Where not to rip up that old fore , 
and ſhew how the Romiſþ Factors ftomented and blowed up 
thoſe unhappy flames 3 and the Pope having abſolved by his 
Bulls his Majeſties Subj<Qts from their Allegiance, took upon 
himſelf to be their Prince and General in the perſon of his 
Nuncio, exerciſing all Regal Powers, and that not only upon 
the poor Proteſtants, but even the Papilts alſo, who were guil- 
ty of that mortal lin, the defigning to deſert Rebellion , and 
returning to his Majefties Obedience: This 1 paſs over, being 
the matter of a juſt Hiſtory 3 and ſhall produce only two Te- 
{timonies in evidence to my preſent Concluſion, and both of 
them of (o carly a date, as not to admit that common excuſe, 
which the 1riſh arc always ready to offer , that they did not 
rebel againſt the King, but fought againſt his Enemies and 
Regicides. 

The firſt of theſe ſhall be the Brief of Pope Urban to Oneal, 


' bearing date Ofob, 8. that is our Sept. 28. 1642+ which was 


betore the firſt battel between the King and his Rebels in 
Exgland at Edge- Hill. The Brief runs thus. 

To his beloved Son Eugenius Oneal, Tow are accuſtomed to 
omit no occaſion to teſtifie your ſingular zeal and endeavour which 
you derive from your Anceſtors of defending the Church. And 
of this you bave given a recent teftimony by deſigning to go into 
Ireland, to take care of the concerns of the Catbolicks. Wherefore 
your Letters came very welcom to me, whereby you ſignifie your in- 
tended Voyages. and taking your Anſpice from the Divine Aſſi- 
france, have not lefl. bumbly than religiouſly deſired of Us our 
Hpottotical Benediftion. We highly. commend your conſtancy a> 
gainſt the Hereticks, and. ſincere Faith 3. expefing ſrom you in 

this 
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this epportunity, the proofs of your Valonr, which bave formerly 
given you renown, and will be ex:mplary to others. We hope the 
moſt High will be at hand to aſſert your Canſe,and will make kuows 
by ſaving health among all Natims. Inthe mean time, that you 
may proceed with greater aſſurance \ praying inceſſantly to the di- 
vine Clemency, that he would fruſtrate the endeavours of yur Ene- 
mies, we give to you and thoſe others who promote the affairs of 


_ the Catbolicky in the aforeſaid Kingdom, our Benedifion 3 And to 


all and each of them, if they being penitent are confeſt, and duly re- 
freſht with the holy Communion if it may be had, plenary Remiſſi- 
on and pardon of their fins, and alſo at the point of Death plenary 
Indulgence. Dated at Rome under the Seal of the Fiſher the $. 
day ot Oftob. A. 1642. and of our Papacy 20. Diſputatio 4- 

My next proot ſhall be trom a zealous Votary of the Church pologetica de 
of Rome, Father O-mahon, in his Apology for the Right of the jure 1:gni Hi- 
Kingdom of Ireland, in behalf of the Catholicks againſt the _ wha 
Engliſh Hereticks 3 and his Exhortation 3 where atter other —_- & 
laudable Documents he thus beſpeaks thern. |  Derttices Jng- 

My Country-men of Ireland, Go on and proſper, fulfil the work lor, Autore Co 
which yox bave began for your Deſence and Liberty. Deſtroy the $1. Hiberno 
Hereticks your Enemies, and all their Abettors. Ton have alrea- - l _— we S 
dy killed an hundred and fifty thouſand of them in theſe four laſt ,. = th S | 
years, I mean from 1641+ to this prefent 1645+ wherein I write, 
the which your Enemies in their Writings roar out and confeſs , 
and you acknowledg ; and T believe , that more of the. Heretichs - 
bave been kalled, and would to God that all bad been ſo. It re- 
mains that you deſtroy thoſe that yet ſurvive, or at leaft drive them 
ot of Ireland, that thty may no more infet our Catbolick; Country 
with their Hereſies and Erronrs. 

I ſhall trouble the Reader no farther on this Head, but de- 
fire him to take his choice whether he will believe my Au- 
thor, who ſays the Rebellion of Ireland was not for Religion 
or his Holineſs (whom in this caſe we may allow to be intal- 
lible) who ſays itwas. Or it we will avoid fo odiousa com- 
pariſon, whether we will think our Author ſpeaks truth, or 
Father Mzhon, who was not a ſtranger to the ation he talks 
of, and would be thought to know what belongs to War and 
Religion,.as well as any of his Neighbours. Though, by the 
way, he alſo confutes that repreſentation which our — 
makes 
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makes of the ſmall numbers of Proteſtants murdered by the 
Rebels 3 for our Author ſeems to ſuggeſt , That indecd this 
thing which we talk. of 45 a Maſſacre. and a War, was only a Scuf- 
fie at a Wake, where a few broken ſhins or beads determined the 
quarrel, and after the application of a - of Diapalma, ali 
was preſently made well again. But there is nothing ſo mani- 
felt, that ſome Romaniſts have nut the conhtidence to deny. 
And truly, they who teach their Votarics in the immediate 
concerns of their immortal Soals, to renounce all their ſenſes 
and reaſon to boot, need not deſpair of obtruding any thing 
upon the credulous world. 

I know it may be pretended chat what is ſaid by Father 0- 
Mahon was written inthe heat of a Civil War 3 and that now 
the Catholicks of Ireland arc in a calmer mood, and his Ma- 
jeltics moſt loyal and obedient Subje&ts. How far they are 
to, may be eſtimated (as from other Inſtances (o in particular ) 
from the addreſs madc in their name to Pope Clement the IX. 

Vera deſcrip. inthe year 1667. Which begins with a charge againſt his ſa- 
tio modern cred Majcſty ,. that coutrary to publick Faith and Conceſſions 
ſtatus Catho- grayed to the Iriſh by bis Lieutenant, the Duke of Ormond, in 
wn oi the Treaty of Kilkeny, 17 Jan. 1648. ſoon after his firſt reſtitu- 

tion, he paſt a cruel Edif, whereby 22 of the 32 Connties of Ire- 
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ix & preccs . L | ; 
— ſan. land, which were given away by Cromwell to bu fellow Trai- 


&ſlimum Do- tors and Servants, were confirmed to them, excluding for ever the 
minum Cle- 
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Iriſh ayd beſides this, that his Majeſty bad given by the ſame 
Injuſtice the principal Cities and Towng with the remaining Coun- 
ties of Ircland to bis Favourites and Courtiers, particularly the 
Duke of York, Earl of Falmouth and Arlington. 

After this the (aid Paper goes on to celebrate the Triſh Re- 
bellion, as being from its very beginning moſt jzſt, aud by all 
divine and humane Law lawful; the Iriſh being compelled to 
take up arms for the defence of their Religion and Lives; their 
attempt being neceſſary, truly Catholick,, and juſtified not only by 
the Laws of God and men, but the Judgment of the Chriſtian 
World, and the Benedifion of two Popes > a War fitter to be com- 
pared to that of the ancient Maccabees, than to be branded with 
the odious name of Rebellzon, &c. 

Farther, having reproach'd the Kings of England as Anti- 
Popes, the ſaid Paper proceeds to declare that the See of Rome 


had 


" 
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had anciently the Soveraign Power in Ircland, and that all the 
right which the Kings of England can pretend, is derived from 
thence as appears from publick, Records , and the Pcter-pence 
paid in the Catbolick, times in England and that the Engliſh 
can alledg no other title than the Grant of P pe Adrian the IV. to 
Hen. Il. who #4 averred 10 have given to the ſaid King the Lord- 
ſhip of Ireland 3# fee, and upon certain conditions, whereof the 
firſt was the preſervation of the Catholick, Faith, the oy of 
Vertne, &c. which conditions not being performed, *tis obvi- 
= to conclude, that the right returns entirely to his Holi- 
nels. 


Inthe concluſion, this dutiful addreſs having traduced the p, x5, 


Oathi of Allegiance and Supremacy, and that other of later 
date impnted to Father Walſh and Carron, as its contrivers 
and dchired that his Holineſs, according to the example of Paul 
the V. who by two Bulls,ouc in the year 1606, and the other in the 
year 1607. dehorted all Catholicks from the taking the Oath of 
Allegiance in the time of King Jamcs, would alſo fentfic now his 
will herein. At laſt the ſuit is more ſolemnly direQed to his 


Holineſs, by telling him, that the Iriſh look upon him as their p_ to, 1,oxe, 


Polar Star, their Sun, and their Phyſician, and by an alluſion 


bordering upon blaſphemy , having made the Popith Iriſh 7/. v. 7. 


Church the Vineyard of the Lord of Hits, and bis elec Plant,the 


Petition calls out to this boly Father( the Vicar,it ſhould ſeem, Pſalm 3-1 4. 


of the heavenly one , even in reſpect of Prayers to be made 
unto him) to look down, behold, and viſit this Vine, Sc. 

It may here be expec&cd, that trom the betore-going pre- 
miſſes, I ſhould now draw out Concluſions, and thole fevere- 
ly prefling on that whole fort of men, who under divers noti- 
ons and pretences call themſelves Roman Catholicks; that I - 
ſhould cxhort our Patriots to oppole ſanguinary Laws a+ 
gainlt inhumane bloody praQtices, and pecuniary, or other 
firict reſtraints againit licentious Principles. To put it out 
of their power to hurt the pablick , whole very Religion 
makes it impoſlible for them to give any competent lecurity 
that they will not defixoy it. And in a word, to avert thoſe 
milchicts by precaution > which it allowed to gather licength, 
will bc (o fatally deſtruCtive, as not to be repaired by atter 
puniſhments. | But this is not my aim, who prels the diſco- 
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verics which I have made, no farther than to arm thoſe who 
are ſo fortunate to have been educated in a faich of peaceful 
Duty and Obedience, not to be tempted by falſe pretences to 
deſert it 3 and to perfwade all thoſe who have been ſo unhap- 
py to becntangled in that endleſs maze of Error, the Roman 
Church, to quit both ic and thoſe pernicious guilts, which 
I have ſhewed to be its neceſſary a individual adherents. 

I contend not againſt Names and Notions, but Vice and 
Miſchief; nor am I angry with men,but with that which de- 
ſtroys Human Society. I would not make any FaQtion look 
worſe than it is. But I can never hold that for Religion 
which teaches men to violate their Faith, te worſhip Wood 
and Stone, to make, and then devour their God, to low up 
Senates, to maſſacre Nations, and kill Kings. 


